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amany dervishes, also as gray falcons, used to hover over
the Turkish army and to catch the shells and musket balls
as they flew." l

Let me at this point repeat the story that Sheikh Mo-
hammed of Jerusalem told me of his father, for it is impor-
tant in illustrating just the miraculous powers that are as-
sociated with lives believed to be genuinely holy. These
are quite different from the tricks of magic practised by
many dervish sheikhs, but by no inecans exclusively by them.
Here, then, is the story of the old sheikh and the Turkish
pasha. Once on a time, not many years ago, the dervishes
of Jerusalem assembled in the great court-yard of the haram,
or mosque of Omar, and began to make a loud noise with
their drums and cymbals. Their head sheikh happened to
be absent. Presently there came to them a messenger from
the pasha in the government house, or seraya, near by, with
orders to stop the noise. Troubled in mind, they consulted
another dervish living in the enclosure, who answered,
somewhat oracularly: "Authority is from God/* So they
stopped and dispersed. Meanwhile the old sheikh, chief
of them all, had been digging far away in the fields. Sud-
denly the power came upon him, the pick fell from his hands,
his eyes were opened and he saw all that was taking place
in the haram court-yard, though this was out of range of his
natural vision. At once he went home and said to his wife:
"A disciple is coming to consult rne; give him food and
drink, and bring him to me." Presently the disciple came,
ate, drank, and began to tell his tale. But the old sheikh
interrupted him. " I know all/5 he said. " The governor has
stopped the music of the dervishes. Let us go to the haram
together/' When the old sheikh arrived at the court-yard,
he ordered that all the dervishes should be assembled there
again, arid that those who did not wish to come should be
compelled. Then he commanded that a great fire of coals be
made in the court-yard and that oil lamps be hung in the big
tree. Then, when the lamps were kindled and the fire was

1 Ibid, p. 87; compare p. 31, where the author indicates a belief among
the fellahtn that the Refa'tyeh dervishes may be changed into gray
falcons, a favorite form of incarnation with their founder.